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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
THE AUTOMOTIVE AND MOBILITY INNOVATION CENTER – MARYSVILLE, OHIO 
Ohio has a unique opportunity to reshape the next generation of smart mobility and automotive 

technologies. To take advantage of this opportunity, the City of Marysville and Union County are 

proposing to construct a 20,000-square foot educational and entrepreneurial center known as the 

Automotive and Mobility Innovation Center (AMIC) located in the 33 Innovation Park in Marysville, Ohio 

and along the 33 Smart Corridor.   

The AMIC will house the following:   

 

• Entrepreneurial center and business incubator  

• Office and co-working space for emerging companies; 

• Offices for state agencies involved in automotive and smart mobility; 

• Testing lab; 

• Data center; 

• Space for K-12 and higher education institutions promoting talent and entrepreneurial 

development;  

• Display area to promote smart mobility and to educate citizens on the evolution of mobility 

(past to present to future);  

• Co-working space that will inspire innovative thought and collaboration among the AMIC 

tenants, automotive, and smart mobility companies; and 

• Space for a Traffic Management System operations office 

 

The City and County will work closely with our partners: Ohio Department of Transportation, JobsOhio, 

Transportation Research Center Inc. (TRC), The Ohio State University, Battelle, and Honda of America 

Mfg., Inc. (Honda), to make the AMIC a world leader in information, research, commercialization, 

modeling, and best practices in the automotive and smart mobility sectors.   

The 33 Smart Corridor, home to 60 plus automotive companies and the TRC – the largest independent 

automotive testing and proving grounds in North America, will be an international leader for on-the-road 

and off-the-road testing of automobiles. The AMIC will complement the corridor and will also benefit 

the state of Ohio by becoming an innovation hub that attracts traditional automotive leaders with 

revolutionary and disruptive technologies that support the next generation of automobiles.    
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AUTOMOTIVE AND MOBILITY 

INNOVATION CENTER (AMIC) 
FULL PROJECT PROPOSAL 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Project Name:  The Automotive and Mobility Innovation Center (AMIC) 

Project Location:  0 Innovation Way, 33 Innovation Park  

   Marysville, Ohio 43040 (Union County) 

Legislators:   Senator David Burke 

  Representative Dorothy Pelanda 

Amount Requested:  $2,100,000 

Primary Contact: Eric S. Phillips, Executive Director 

Organization:  Union County Community Improvement Corporation 

Phone Number: 937-642-6279  

Email:   ephillips@unioncounty.org 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

The City of Marysville and Union County are proposing to construct a 20,000 square-foot educational 

and entrepreneurial center, known as the Automotive and Mobility Innovation Center (AMIC), in the 33 

Innovation Park in Marysville (Union County) along the 33 Smart Corridor.   

The AMIC will house the following:   

• Entrepreneurial center and business incubator  

• Office and co-working space for emerging companies; 

• Offices for state agencies involved in automotive and smart mobility; 

• Testing lab; 

• Data center; 

• Space for K-12 and higher education institutions promoting talent and entrepreneurial 

development;  

• Display area to promote smart mobility and to educate citizens on the evolution of mobility 

(past to present to future);  

• Co-working space that will inspire innovative thought and collaboration among the AMIC 

tenants, automotive, and smart mobility companies; and 

• Space for a Traffic Management System operations office 
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The City of Marysville and Union County are working closely with partners such as the Ohio Department 

of Transportation, JobsOhio, Transportation Research Center Inc. (TRC), The Ohio State University, 

Battelle, and Honda of America Mfg. Inc. (Honda) and other private sector businesses in the 

development of the AMIC and the advancement of the 33 Smart Corridor.  

The AMIC project would leverage $219,000,000 of recently pledged and announced public and private 

sector investments along the 33 Smart Corridor.   

This project would greatly advance the Ohio Smart Mobility Initiative, led by The Ohio State University, 

which aims to make the US 33 corridor in Central/West-Central Ohio a national leader in the 

development of autonomous and connected vehicles. It will also further build upon recent investments 

made by the Ohio Department of Transportation, U.S. Department of Transportation, City of Marysville, 

Union County, Honda, and TRC.  

Construction estimates have been secured and initial design/engineering work has begun.  

Total Funding Request: $2,100,000 for the construction of the AMIC. 

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Since 2015, the City of Marysville, Union County, and the Union County Community Improvement 

Corporation have worked closely with our partners: Ohio Department of Transportation, JobsOhio, TRC, 

The Ohio State University, Battelle, City of Dublin, and Honda to establish the US-33 corridor between 

Dublin (Franklin County) and East Liberty (Logan County) as the Midwest’s leader in the research and 

development of connected and autonomous vehicle technologies.  

This effort, known as the 33 Smart Corridor, highlights the clustering of over 60 automotive companies 

and regional automotive assets such as the TRC that are located along the 35-mile highway corridor.  

In 2016, the 33 Smart Corridor project was formally initiated with a $5.9 million grant from the U.S. 

Department of Transportation and a $15 million grant from the Ohio Department of Transportation. 

These two grants have been leveraged by significant pledged investments by Honda, the City of 

Marysville, TRC, and The Ohio State University. To-date, over $219 million of investment has been 

pledged for various automotive projects along the 33 Smart Corridor. The 33 Smart Corridor project and 

the SMART Columbus initiative, while independent projects, complement one another and further 

reinforce Ohio’s dominance in the automotive sector.  

To further advance the 33 Smart Corridor project, the City of Marysville and Union County are proposing 

the construction of a 20,000 square-foot expandable facility known as the Automotive and Mobility 

Innovation Center (AMIC).  

To be constructed at Marysville’s 33 Innovation Park, the AMIC will be a multi-tenant and multi-use 

building that will house automotive companies, academia, government entities (including state 

agencies), entrepreneurs, and non-profit organizations that will develop and explore real-world 

applications for emerging automotive technologies.  
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The AMIC will also house an entrepreneurial center and business incubator, office and co-working 

space for emerging companies, offices for state agencies involved in automotive and smart mobility, 

testing lab, data center, space for K-12 and higher education institutions, area dedicated to the 

education of citizens on the evolution of mobility (past, present, and future), and open space that will 

inspire innovative thought and collaboration among the AMIC tenants. 

An additional potential component of the AMIC includes space dedicated for Traffic Management 

System Operations for the Ohio Department of Transportation. 

Sustainable Site Development opportunities include an innovative smart parking lot that utilizes the 

best practices for environmental and energy use. The site will utilize stormwater management 

techniques such as engineered bioretention and bioswales and pervious pavement or pervious pavers 

to increase runoff water quality and infiltration; and underground rainwater harvesting storage for 

irrigation to reduce the use of potable water. The smart parking lot will include electric vehicle charging 

stations, fuel-efficient vehicle parking spaces, and cart ports within the parking area that provide shade 

and support solar panels for on-site electric generation.  

Additionally, given the amount of data that will be generated by mobility testing, the AMIC will feature 

an on-site, secure data center to house internet services for governmental organizations and for 

existing and future companies along the corridor. The center will offer cloud storage, disaster recovery, 

and floor space for partner and tenant data equipment. 

These amenities will allow our partners and tenants to stay connected to automotive and smart 

mobility development efforts and research activity on-going around the world and share best practices, 

conduct research, collect data and develop commercialization processes, and develop model policies. 

The AMIC will be unique for North America and similar in concept to the Automotive Campus in 

Helmond - Brainport Region, The Netherlands. Please refer to the following website: 

http://www.automotivecampus.com/en.    

Our goal is to make the AMIC a world leader in information, research, commercialization, modeling, and 

best practices in the automotive and smart mobility sectors and to establish Central Ohio as an 

international trailblazer for on-the-road and off-the-road testing of automobiles. The AMIC will 

complement the growth of the 33 Smart Corridor and will also benefit Ohio by becoming the “center of 

thought” in the emerging smart mobility industry.   

OUR FUTURE 

• The Automotive and Smart Mobility Center will become the new “think tank” of automotive 

companies (existing and new), who will work together to advance emerging technologies in the 

automotive industry, thereby recognizing Ohio as the world leader.   

 

• The AMIC will attract established out-of-state and international companies that need space for 

testing along the US-33 corridor, further expanding Ohio’s economic base. 
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• The AMIC will attract entrepreneurs and foster the growth of start-ups across a variety of 

automotive, data, and smart mobility-related sectors. These entrepreneurs and start-ups will 

receive support, business coaching, and mentoring services through the CIC and the Marysville 

Entrepreneurial Center (MEC), which has been serving the Union County community since 2010.  

 

• The AMIC will become a distinctive model to become a true hub for attracting and growing 

transportation-related companies; furthering advancing Ohio’s innovative ecosystem. 

 

• The 33 Smart Corridor and AMIC will provide the foundation for the preeminent testing area for 

real life vehicle to vehicle and vehicle to infrastructure (V2X) communications. 

 

OUR USERS 

Potential users include the Ohio Department of Transportation, JobsOhio, TRC, The Ohio State 

University, Battelle, Honda, academia, entrepreneurs, automotive manufacturers, established 

technology firms, and R&D companies. 

 

OUR PARTNERS 

• The City of Marysville and Union County are working closely with several partners such as the 

Ohio Department of Transportation, JobsOhio, TRC, The Ohio State University, Battelle, 

Marysville Entrepreneurial Center, and Honda in the development of the 33 Smart Corridor.   

 

• The building will provide building space for state agencies involved in smart mobility. We are 

currently aligning our direct state agency partners, including ODOT and TRC.   

 

• Furthermore, we are working with the TRC to ensure that the AMIC complements and further 

expands the tremendous work already performed at the TRC.  
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PROJECT LOCATION  

 

 

 

The AMIC will be conveniently located at the 33 Innovation Park in the City of Marysville (Union County). 

It will be constructed along Innovation Way, which is accessed by Industrial Parkway and US-33 via the 

Scottslawn Road or US-36 interchanges.  

The site is ~15 miles from Interstate 270; 36 miles from John Glenn Columbus International Airport, 

and is a short distance (~12 miles) from Honda of America Mfg. Inc. and the Transportation Research 

Center.    

PROJECT DESIGN 

The building will contain office suites, meeting rooms, open office/co-working spaces, and a 

collaboration room. It will also contain a receiving/testing area, mechanical room, supply room, break 

room, vestibule/lobby, receptionist area, and restrooms.  

• Office suites: 6,650 SF total; 4 suites, each suite is between 1,200 and 1,900 SF  

• Meeting rooms: 875 SF total; 1 meeting room per suite plus 1 common meeting room 
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• Open office/co-working spaces:  6,000 SF; each suite has 2 private offices and an open office 

with space for 6 to 12 people. Each suite has a restroom and kitchenette. 

• Collaboration Room: 1,120 SF 

• Data Center: 3,850 SF 

• Receiving/Testing Area:  3,000 SF 

The exterior envelope of the proposed building is designed to meet or exceed the design requirements 

set forth in the 2010 ASHREA 90.1 energy code. The exterior walls are comprised of the insulated pre-

cast concrete wall panels and tinted, low-E, insulated glazing in a thermally broken aluminum storefront 

system. The storefront employs shading devices to minimize solar heat gains. The roof is insulated 

completely above the deck and has a white, single ply roof membrane. 

READINESS TO PROCEED 

The Union County Community Improvement Corporation has retained a firm to begin initial design work 

on the AMIC. Once funding is secured, designs will be finalized and the permitting process with the City 

of Marysville and Union County will begin. Upon the completion of the permitting process, construction 

bids will be solicited, and building/site construction will occur. It is anticipated that construction of the 

AMIC will be completed within 18 to 21 months upon the awarding of funding.  

IDENTIFICATION OF FACILITY/ASSET OWNER 

The AMIC will be owned by the Union County Community Improvement Corporation (CIC), a 501(c)6 

non-profit economic development organization. The CIC was formed to advance, encourage and 

promote the industrial, economic, commercial and civic development of Union County, Ohio and the 

political subdivisions located therein in accordance with Section 1724.02 of the Ohio Revised Code, and 

by acting as the designated agency of Union County and one or more municipal corporations located 

therein, for the industrial, economic, commercial and civic development of such political subdivisions in 

accordance with Section 1724.10 of the Revised Code of Ohio.  

The CIC has identified a potential partner regarding the long-term management and operation of the 

AMIC. 

TOTAL PROJECT COST & AMOUNT REQUESTED 

The total project cost is approximately $3,900,000. This total is inclusive of site development work, 

building construction, property acquisition, design expenses, and street access. 

We are respectfully requesting $2,100,000 for the construction of the AMIC. 

STATE ASSISTANCE & LEVERAGE 

Our funding request of $2,100,000 represents approximately 54% of the total project cost.  

The City of Marysville has committed to donate the property on which the AMIC will be constructed. 

The 8-acre donation is valued at $560,000. The City has also pledged $201,300 for infrastructure 

development. The City’s commitment stands at $761,000, or 19% of total project cost. 
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The remaining expenses of $1,050,000 will be covered by Developer/Other Sources. 

PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY  

The AMIC will be owned by the Union County Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) which is a 

designated Ohio Revised Code statutory economic development organization serving Union County, 

City of Marysville, and Village of Richwood.   

The CIC has identified potential partners, including the TRC, to oversee the long-term management and 

operation of the AMIC. The partner organization will operate the building and manage a program that 

will include, at a minimum, securing and maintaining leases and providing support to the tenants. With 

assistance from the CIC, the managing partner will pursue and secure emerging and established 

companies in the automotive and mobility sector to lease office and lab space at the AMIC.   

Additionally, the CIC and its partners will work closely to establish a consortium of business, 

government and academia that will share costs relative to leasing space in the AMIC. Tenants will also 

have access to the Connected Marysville and 33 Smart Corridor projects and the data that is collected 

through the programs. AMIC lease payments and other program fees will be used to supplement debt 

service and the operational costs of AMIC. This model has been successful in other regions in the 

world including MCity and the Automotive Campus in Helmond, The Netherlands. 

PAST FUNDING REQUESTS 

The AMIC project has not received any funds from the State of Ohio. The last project that was funded 

by a State Capital Budget request in the City of Marysville was the Marysville Avalon Theatre 

Restoration Project. This project was applied for by the Union County CIC on behalf of a private 

community organization. The project received a $300,000 funding earmark.  

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT ASSETS 

The CIC and its community partners recognize that the key to ensuring the future sustainability of the 

smart mobility industry is fostering a strong, high-tech workforce. As such, the development of our local 

and regional workforce will be a key priority as the smart mobility industry continues to evolve. The CIC 

will work with its various educational partners, including Union County’s K-12 school districts, career-

technical schools (Ohio Hi-Point Career Center, Tri-Rivers Career Center and Tolles Career & Technical 

Center), STEM schools such as the Marysville Early College High School, and institutes of higher 

education to develop curriculum and programs specifically designed to prepare students and 

incumbent workers for employment in the smart mobility sector and associated industries.  
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RELEVENT WEBSITES 
 

DriveOhio 
http://drive.ohio.gov  

 
Ohio’s 33 Smart Corridor 

http://www.33smartcorridor.com 
 

33 Innovation Park – Marysville  

https://www.33innovationpark.com/ 

 

Union County-Marysville Economic Development 

http://unioncounty.org/economic-development 

 
Union County WorkforcePLUS 

https://www.unioncountyworks.org 

 

City of Marysville  

https://marysvilleohio.org 

 

Union County  

https://www.co.union.oh.us 

 

Columbus Region  

http://columbusregion.com/columbus-2020 

 

Jobs Ohio  

http://jobs-ohio.com 

 

State of Ohio  

http://ohio.gov 

 

http://drive.ohio.gov/
http://www.33smartcorridor.com/
https://www.33innovationpark.com/
http://unioncounty.org/economic-development
https://www.unioncountyworks.org/
https://marysvilleohio.org/
https://www.co.union.oh.us/
http://columbusregion.com/columbus-2020
http://jobs-ohio.com/
http://ohio.gov/

